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Bulletin 2, June 20, 1919. 


THE NATIONSL 


The National Parks Association has appointed a permanent Com- 
mittee on a System of National Monuments, The Chairman is Edgar Lee 
Hewett, Director of the School of American Archaeology at Santa Fe, 
The original members represent widely varied points of view, ther 
members will be added from time to time as the work developes, 

There cre thirty-five national monuments, but no national monu- 
ments system, Of these monuments, twenty-three are under the control 
of the Department of the Interior, ten under the Department of Agri- 
culture, and two under the War Department; these do not include 
battlefields and other special reservations under the War Department, 
but only reservations created under the Antiquities Act. 

National Monuments are created by presidential proclamation to 
conserve “historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric structures, and 
other objects of historic and scientific interest that are situated 
upon the lands owned or controlled by the Government of the United 
States." | . 


One popular presumption is that national monuments are reserva- 


tions of small area only, but the Grand Canyon wes a national monu~ 


ment until March, 1919, and the Olympus National Monument in Wash- 
ington, contains nearly a hundred square miles, Another popular pre= 





sumption is thet no public money is appropriated for their pro- 
tection and development, but the Department of the Interior, since 
1918, has received $10,000 a year to care for its monuments, and 

in 1918 Congress appropriated $10,000 for the Sieur de Monts National 
Monument, now the Lafayette National Park; there are other exceptions. 

Neither plan nor policy has influenced the creation of national 3 
monuments. A community interests ite Congressman in having a local 
limestone cave made a national monument. A geologist advocates mak- 
ing a monument of an admired volcano. An archaeologist brings in- 
fluential societies to favor the concervation of a prehistoric ruin, 
It is only a matter of securing reputable influence and of devesabhin: 5 
the proposed area in terms recognized by the Antiquities Act, 

Prefunctory and planless as our national monuments group is, 
blunders have been suprisingly few. The province of this committee 
is not to correct the past, but to avail of the opportunity offered 

_ 
by the future, 

Our national monuments should be parts of a carefully studied 
system which chould be built up, as a cathedral is built, stone by 
stone, decade after decade, until the plan is achieved, The system 
should consider our prehistoric relics, selecting the significant, ss 
rejecting the inconsequent; it should commemorate early history else- 
where than in the Southwest, where already many fine Spanish ruins 


have been conserved. It should commemorate early explorations from 


outside and the young nation's explorations of its ow wilderness. 


No longer must we be content to conserve only the self-evident; we 
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must search the land for areas of quality and significance to com- 
memorate notable events; a half dozen national monuments of area, 
beauty and significance would not be too many to mark the course of 


Lewis and Clark, 


Besides commemorating prehistoric civilization, exploration and 


history, our national monuments should pass on to posterity examples 


of our finest forests, East, West, North and South, uncut as nature 
made them, of the everglades of Florida, of the bayou ‘luxurience of 
Louisiana, of the lake wilderness of the north, They should conceive 
animal life, if any remains to be conserved, They should illustrate 
the range of principal geologic phenomena, 

The Committee's first duty will be to canvass the field and de- 
termine the form, outline and content of the system, It must plan 
its system as the architect plans his cathedral. No doubt, it will 
study details through sub-committees of specialists, It will not com- 
mit itself to the advecacy of an impracticable plan or one of hasty 
construction, 

Having finally reported a plan to the National Parks Association 
and received its approval, the Committee from time to time will make 
recommendations of specific reservations. The National Parks Asso- 
ciation will take them up with the National Parks Service of the 
Department of the Interior, and, upon ececuring its cooperation, will 
endeavor to secure, by appropriate and usual methods, the creation 


of these national monuments, 





It is plain thet the work of chis committee will be one of 

national importance aad of long duration. The Committee will \work 

, 
in harmony with Government, It will cooperate with State movements 
having similar objectives, It will encourage the conservation efforts 
of other Associstions, It will rogard its own specific objective a3 
a part of the general movenert to conserve the nation's records, by 
whatever agency, for the national good, The Somnittee will convaes 
the meens for acquiring desired areas which are net in the public 
domain, ond will report these to the Associction. 

The Association is fortunete in having this great and usefal 
department of its work under the chairmunship of 2 man of energy, 
devotion and big horizons, whose life work lies amomga large and im- 
portant group of national monuments, and who has hac years of ex- 
perience in the practical handling of »cth State and National ressr- 
vations, 

Dr, Hewett ics much more than an archaeolcgist; his sympathies 
cover the subject. The personnel of the committee must be cimilarly 
broad. It must includo, with other specialists, archaeolegints. nis- 


torians, geologists, botanists, and goologists. It must include 


epecialists in localities, It must include brawd-visioned zen whs 


are none of these, but are in sympathy with then all. 


Those who have beon -sked to join the Committec at its terinning 





Mitchell Carroll, Secretary of the Archaeological Institute of 
america; Washington, D. C. 

John Mason Clarke, State Geologist of New York; Chairman of the 
Séetion of Geology and Paleontology, National Academy 
of Sciences; Albany, N. Y. 

Richard Warren Corwin, physician; Pueblo, Colo. 

Byron Cummings, archacologist; explorer; Salt Lake City, Utah. 

William Morris Davis, geographer and geologist; Cambridge, Mass. 

Robert W. DeForest, Presid of the Netional Federation of Arts; 
New York "City, 

George B, Dorr, promoter of the Sieur de Monts National Monument, 
now the Lafayette National Park; Bar Harbor, Maine. 

Charles W, Eliot, educator; Cambridge, Mess. 

J. Walter Fewkes, Chief of the Bureau of American Ethnology; 
Washington, D. C. 

Bertram Grosvenor Goodhue, architect; Boston, Mase, 

Gilbert Grosvenor, Director of the National Geographic Society and 
promoter of the Katmai Natiorial Monument; Washington, D, C. 

Edward Hageman Hall, Secretary of tho American Scenic and Historic 
Preservation Society; New York City. 

Herbert J. Hagerman, former Governor of New Mexico; Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, 

Williem H..Holmes, Uflited States National Museum; Washington, D. C. 

William Kent, donor of the Muir Woods National Monument; Washington, D. C. 

Horace McFarland , President of the american Civic Association; 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

Henry B. F. Macfarland, President of the compen ween: Washington, D. C, 

Edmund 5. Meany, historian; Seattle, Wash, 

C. Hart Merriam, zoologist; Washington, D. C. 

Helen Nicolay, historian; Washington, D. C, 

Henry Suszallo, President of the University of the State of Washington; 
Seattle, Wash. 

T. S. Palmer, biologist; Washington, D. C. 

Robert Sterling Yard, Executive Secretary of the Association; 
Washington, D. C. 





